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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 17-25 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 17-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dimitrova et al (6,137,544), and further in view of Chen etal (7,046,910). 

Regarding claim 17, Dimitrova et al disclose a method for producing a preview 
of a video sequence, comprising: 

• receiving a stream of video frames (Col 3, lines 20-21 "a media processor in 
the processing device or an external processor, receives the video signals"); 

• dividing the stream into successive video segments comprising different, 
respective numbers of the video frames (Col 3, lines 21-23 "formats the video 
signals into frames representing pixel data [frame grabbing]"); 

• processing the successive video segments to identify respective 
representative frames thereof (Col 3, lines 24-27 "a host processor... performs 
significant scene detection and keyframe selection"); 
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Dimitrova et al are silent regarding outputting the stream with an acceleration 

factor. 

Chen et al teach playing back a stream of selected images representing an 
accelerated rate (Col 5, lines 16-19 "replace one P-frame from the progressive l-slice 
refreshed MPEG data stream with a complete l-frame every 'refresh rate' (N) number of 
frames"). 

As taught by Chen et al, displaying selected frames for an accelerated playback 
was well known to those of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention, and it 
would be obvious to modify Dimitrova et al in order to utilize their frame selection 
process in order to provide an accelerated display. 

Regarding claim 18, Dimitrova et al disclose a method for producing a preview 
of a video sequence wherein 

• the respective representative frames and the successive video segments 
respectively comprise a given representative frame and a corresponding 
given video segment having a given number of video frames (Col 4, lines 39- 
41 "For automatic significant scene detection, the present invention attempts 
to detect when a scene of a video has changed or a static scene has 
occurred"), and 

• wherein the given representative frame comprises a first frame-content (Col 
4, lines 48-50 "From each scene, one or more keyframes is extracted to 
represent the scene. Typically, current theory proposes using the first video 
[visual] frame in the scene"), and 
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• wherein the video frames of the given video segment comprise respective 
second frame-contents (Col 8, lines 8-10 "If SUM[i] is less than a 
predetermined threshold (thresh2[i] as previously defined), a static scene 
counter (SSctr) is increased to indicate a possible static scene"), and 

• comprising selecting the given number of video frames of the given video 
segment so that the first frame-content differs from each of the respective 
second frame-contents by no more than a set of pre-selected thresholds (Col 
5, lines 58-64 "After processing each of the macroblocks of the current video 
frame, a summed difference is obtained for each luminance block and each 
chrominance block of the current video frame. Each of the six SUMS is 
compared to its own upper and lower threshold specific to the type of block 
for which the SUM has been totaled"). 

Regarding claim 19, Dimitrova et al disclose a method for producing a preview 
of a video sequence wherein the respective representative frames and the successive 
video segments respectively comprise a given representative frame and a 
corresponding given video segment, the method further comprising: 

• storing as the given video segment a group of video frames, comprising N 
video frames F(1 ), F(i), ... F(N), where i and N are integers greater than 1 , 
i<N, and wherein video frame F(i) comprises a first frame-content (Col 6, lines 
22-25 "When the counter reaches a predetermined number, [in this example, 
30], the most previous video frame saved in the temporary memory is 
transferred to the frame memory"); 
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• selecting a subset of n video frames, n<i, from the N video frames, the subset 
comprising video frames preceding video frame F(i), the subset comprising 
respective second frame-contents (Col 9, lines 23-28 "After all the 
macroblocks of a frame have been analyzed, if the second macroblock 
counter is above a second predetermined frame threshold (f2th) of 250, the 
video frames are considered the same and a frame counter (Fctr) is set. 
MB2ctr is reset and a next frame is analyzed"); and 

• selecting i to have a largest integral value such that that the first frame- 
content differs from each of the respective second frame-contents by no more 
than a set of pre-selected thresholds (Col 6, lines 22-25 "When the counter 
reaches a predetermined number, [in this example, 30], the most previous 
video frame saved in the temporary memory is transferred to the frame 
memory"). 

Regarding claim 20, Dimitrova et al disclose a method for producing a preview 
of a video sequence wherein a further subset of video frames comprises all video 
frames in the group succeeding video frame F(i), the further subset comprising 
respective third frame-contents, the method further comprising selecting N to be a 
largest integer so that the first frame-content differs from each of the respective third 
frame-contents by no more than the set of pre-selected thresholds (Col 8, lines 8-10 "If 
SUM[i] is less than a predetermined threshold (thresh2[i] as previously defined), a static 
scene counter (SSctr) is increased to indicate a possible static scene"). 
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Regarding claim 21, Dimitrova et al disclose a method for producing a preview 
of a video sequence wherein selecting the subset of n video frames comprises: 

• sequentially incrementing i by +i until the first frame-content differs from one 
of the respective second frame-contents by more than the set of pre-selected 
thresholds (Col 6, lines 22-25 "When the counter reaches a predetermined 
number, [in this example, 30], the most previous video frame saved in the 
temporary memory is transferred to the frame memory"); and 

• replacing one of the n video frames with video frame F (i-1 ) (Col 6, lines 26- 
27 "the next to last frame is saved to possibly represent a static scene"). 

Regarding claim 22, Dimitrova et al disclose a method for producing a preview 
of a video sequence wherein the one of the n video frames comprises video frame F(i-2) 
(Col 6, lines 8-18 "If SUM[i] is less than a predetermined threshold. ..a static scene 
counter (SSctr) is increased to indicate a possible static scene"). 

Regarding claim 23, Dimitrova et al disclose a method for producing a preview 
of a video sequence wherein dividing the stream of video frames comprises receiving a 
group of N video frames F(1 ), F(2), F(i), ... F(N), where i and N are integers greater 
than i, i<N, and wherein video frame F(i) comprises a first frame-content, and wherein 
processing the successive video segments comprises, for video frame F(i), storing a 
subset of n frames, n comprising respective second frame-contents, the method further 
comprising: 

• determining whether the first frame-content is similar to all the respective 
second frame-contents (Col 7, line 63 - Col 8, line 1 "After processing each of 
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the macroblocks of the current video frame, a summed difference is obtained 
for each luminance block and each chrominance block of the current video 
frame. Each of the six SUMS is compared to its own upper and lower 
threshold specific to the type of block for which the SUM has been totaled" 
and Col 8, lines 8-10 "If SUM[i] is less than a predetermined threshold 
(thresh2[i] as previously defined), a static scene counter (SSctr) is increased 
to indicate a possible static scene"); 

• if so, appending the video frame F(i) to the subset so as to update the subset 
(Col 8, lines 8-10 "If SUM[i] is less than a predetermined threshold (thresh2[i] 
as previously defined), a static scene counter (SSctr) is increased to indicate 
a possible static scene"); 

• if not, accepting a frame F(i-I) preceding the video frame F(i) as a given 
representative frame, comprised in the respective representative frames, for 
the N video frames, and determining a maximum value of N so that, for 
successive frames F(i), F(i+1), F(i+2), ... , F(N) having respective third frame- 
contents, the first frame-content is similar to all the respective third frame- 
contents (Col 8, lines 4-6 "If SUM[i] is greater than a predetermined threshold 
(threshl [i] as previously defined), the current video frame is saved in the 
frame memory" and Col 8, lines 13-15 "When SSctr reaches a predetermined 
number, 30, the most previous video frame saved in the temporary memory is 
transferred to the frame memory"). 
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Regarding claim 24, Dimitrova et al disclose a method for producing a preview 
of a video sequence wherein the group of N video frames are sequential in time (Col 2, 
lines 1-4 "The present invention may detect significant scenes and select keyframes of 
source video, based on calculations using DCT coefficients and comparisons to various 
thresholds."). 

Regarding claim 25, Dimitrova et al disclose a method for producing a preview 
of a video sequence wherein the group of N video frames comprises non-sequential-in- 
time frames (Col 2, lines 10-1 1 "The present invention additionally allows for filtering of 
keyframes belonging to commercials out of the visual index"). 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAMES A. FLETCHER whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7377. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:45-5:45 M-Th, first Fridays 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/John W. Miller/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



JAF 

17 July 2008 



